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Top Of The Mountain

I wasn’t the only one stewing over the garbage along our streets
last week. Deborra Zukowski and her daughter, Claire, devoted
part of one of the lovely days this past weekend to picking up
trash along Castle Hill, near King Street. In just a few tenths of a
mile, says Deb, they collected four trash bags of litter. “Unfortu-

nately,” she says, “we ran out of garbage bags and steam before we
could finish the complete stretch between Newtown Congrega-
tional Church and the bench [at the top of Castle Hill].” I know
that Earth Day and Lose the Litter Day will be coming, but in the
meantime, would it hurt to follow Deb and Claire’s lead and get a
jump-start on cleaning up our streets and roadways?

Speaking of Earth Day, this is a good time to go to
meningreen.net where you can not only support the planet, but
also see some of our local eighth graders in an awesome rap video.
Men In Green is made up of Newtown Middle School students who
worked on an eighth grade science project at the start of the year
to raise awareness about the effects of deforestation on the envi-
ronment and global warming. In January, they learned their proj-
ect had won $10,000 — $3,000 of which will benefit an environ-
mental program at the middle school; the balance to fund the
work of the Men In Green organization — and was being moved
into the final round of the Lexus Eco Challenge. The Men In Green
team is one of 16 teams chosen nationwide by Lexus and to receive
$10,000 for winning in their category. All winning teams from this
challenge are being invited to participate in the Final Challenge
for a chance to win one of two grand prizes of $30,000 in grants
and scholarships, according to the Lexus Eco Challenge. The Men
in Green are looking for people to pledge to plant a tree to save the
planet at meningreen.net. Go green!

I’m sending out get-well wishes to Mt Pleasant Animal Hospital
veterinarian Dr Brian Silverlieb. Dr Silverlieb is a friend to many
pets (and their humans) in and around Newtown, and is on the
receiving end of care right now. His colleague, Dr Rock Vali, tells
me that if you drop off a get-well card at the hospital on Mt Pleas-
ant Road, he’ll make sure it gets to Dr Silverlieb. Get well soon, Dr
Silverlieb!

Members of the Newtown Senior Center were probably scratch-
ing their heads and wondering where assistant center director
Mary Kelley was on Tuesday — but I know. Mary and three
friends took the day to go to the City and see the Rachel Ray
Show. “It was so much fun!” exclaimed Mary when I saw her
Wednesday. Actor Tyler Perry was one of the guests, to her delight,
and just for being in the audience, Mary got to bring home a four-
pack of Elvis CDs. Pretty good for a rainy day. I guess those Elvis
tunes put her in the mood for Wednesday’s special 1950s dance
hop at the Senior Center, because she sure was cutting the rug.

Thanks to Robert Clark, Lillian Ermisch, and Newtown Ambu-
lance Association president Bruce Herring, who recognized the
men standing by the “new” ambulance in last week’s Way We Were
photo, and identified them. Mr Clark, the treasurer and board of
trustees member for the Newtown Volunteer Ambulance Associa-
tion, identified the man on the left as Joseph Ringers, who was
then president of the Newtown Ambulance Association. To his
right, says Mr Clark, is Dr Russell Strasburger, president of the
Rotary Club those long ago years. “With the purchase of this 1942
Cadillac Supreme ambulance by the Rotary Club,” Mr Clark says,
“the Newtown Ambulance Association was born. Financed entire-
ly by public contributions, the association designated John Sedor
as the chief, and assigned him the task of organizing a volunteer
driver corps.” According to Mr Herring, the actual photo now
hangs on the wall at the ambulance garage.

Congratulations to Marge Rogers! She has accepted the New-
town Labor Day Parade Committee’s nomination as Grand Mar-
shal for the 2010 September 6 parade. If you have been anywhere
near the Little Theatre in the past four decades, it’s likely you
have come across Marge, who has worked diligently to support the
Town Players, acted, and currently serves on the board of direc-
tors. “On Stage In Newtown” is the parade theme, so Marge is the
perfect candidate.

I’m not overly fond of water, unless it is to dabble my paws in a
fish bowl, but it seems that Newtown swimmers Andrew
Golankiewicz and Dan Hufziger are wonders in the water.
Andrew, who swims for Fairfield Prep, broke a state record in the
backstroke event at the March 20 State Open, and Dan, an NHS
swim team member, set a school mark in the 50-yard freestyle at
the State Open at Yale last Saturday. Way to swim, guys!

This Saturday, Newtown students participating in the Odyssey
of the Mind program will go up against challengers from around
the state at Bethel High School. Odyssey of the Mind is a problem-
solving program that has students work in teams to solve differ-
ent challenges. Multiple age groups of students will be participat-
ing this weekend. Coach Dawn Gray’s team will be competing for
the third year in a row, and Coach Ann Ziluck’s team is also made
up of experienced Odyssey of the Mind participants. Good luck to
all! 

Just a reminder that Quota International of Candlewood Valley,
Inc is sponsoring a blood drive for the American Red Cross on Sat-
urday, March 27, at Reed Intermediate School, 3 Trades Lane in
Newtown. The drive will run from 8 am to 12:45 pm. Remember
that to donate you need to be at least 17 years old, weigh at least
110 pounds, and be in generally good health.

Because the first weekend of April will coincide with Easter this
year, the first Saturday pasta dinner at Newtown United
Methodist Church will be a second Saturday dinner again this
month (NUMC and organizer Martha Millett decided to change
the January dinner to the second Saturday dinner as well when it
was discovered how many of their volunteer crew would be out of
town for the New Year’s holiday). So April’s dinner will be on the
10th, and everything else will remain the same: Dinner is served
from 5 to 7:30 pm with donation being $9, $8 for seniors, and $3.50
for children, and includes fruit cup, salad with choice of dressings,
pasta with choice of sauces (meatless, mild, or spicy), garlic bread,
and an array of homemade desserts, all followed at 7:45 by a per-
formance of bluegrass music played by Newtown’s own Roger
Sprung and friends. The entertainment donation is $4 with dinner
or $5 without. This covers all coffee, soft drinks, and snacks served
during the evening from 7:45 to 10:30 pm. Entry to fellowship hall
is through the lower parking lot, behind the building, and plenty
of parking is available. Call 203-426-9998 for additional informa-
tion.

When I think of Easter, I think of eggs…. Good Eggs, that is, and
I haven’t heard from anyone lately. If you know someone who pays
it forward in a real behind the scenes sort of way, nominate them
here for a little well-deserved recognition. Send in your Good Egg
nominee to Nancy@thebee.com.

And while everyone else is hunting Easter eggs, I’m going to be
hunting up some news for next week so that you’ll have good rea-
son to…. Read me again.

Recycle That Magazine
*Help! Does anyone who sub-

scribes to The Economist mag-
azine want to donate their
subscription to the library
once they’ve finished with it?

We had a generous donor
who helped us out in the past,
but they’ve moved out of town,
and so we no longer have
copies available for our period-
icals collection.

Now On View
*Newtown resident and arti-

san Mike Agius has very kind-
ly lent the library his beautiful
collection of wooden bowls
carved from locally sourced
wood.

Our thanks go to Mike for
sharing the results of his
expertise with library patrons.

*Fellow Newtown resident
Carole Lee Berlin has a dis-
play of Norman Rockwell Her-
itage Collection plates in the
children’s department on the
first floor of the library. Please
enjoy Carole Lee’s collection,
which is on view until March
31.

Children’s Program
*Easter Craft with Marie

Walker: Children ages 6 and
up are invited to make an
Easter craft with Marie Walk-
er on Thursday, April 1, from 4
to 5 pm.

Please register your child in
advance, in person (no phone
registrations please) .A $3
material fee is due upon regis-
tration. .

Young Adult Programs
*Creative Writing Group:

Sign-ups are open for “Cre-
ative Writing: Mysteries and
Adventure Thrillers,” which
will meet on Thursday
evenings starting April 1.

The group will be led by Julie
Stern, assisted by Philip
Kotch. The group will meet
from 6 to 8 pm on five Thurs-
days, April 1, 8, 15 and 29 and
May 6. There will be no class
during school break, and a
makeup date of May 20 is
being held if needed.

There is a limit of ten stu-
dents in grades 6-8. Partici-
pants are expected to attend
all five sessions, and prefer-
ence is given to Newtown stu-
dents and residents. There is
no fee. Sign up online or call
the library for details.

*Drawing Workshop: New-
town artist and resident
Suzanne Lang will offer
another Basic & Perspective
Drawing workshop on Satur-
day, April 17, from 12:30 to
2:30.

The program is limited to 15
students ages 10-18 (grades 5-
12) who either live or attend
school in Newtown. A $5 sup-
ply fee is payable at the pro-
gram.

Register online. No previous
drawing experience is
required to enroll.

Mrs Lang promises: “Anyone
can learn to draw; it just takes
motivation and a lot of prac-
tice!”

Adult Programs
*Independent Film Series:

Join us at 1 pm on Wednesday,
March 24, for a screening of
Mine (United States, 81 min-
utes).

*Book Discussions: The Non-
fiction Book Group will meet
on Tuesday, April 6, at 1 pm,
when they will talk about The
Scratch of the Pen by  Colin P.
Calloway; and The Daytime
Book Group will meet on Mon-
day, April  12, at 1 pm, to dis-
cuss The Cellist of Sarajevo by
Steven Galloway.

*Be Bear Aware: Master
Wildlife Conservationist and
bear enthusiast Felicia Ortner
will be presenting a program
on black bears on Thursday,
April 8, at 7 pm.

Felicia will dispel some of the
myths associated with bears,
provide natural history, infor-
mation and talk about some of
the results of the black bear
research conducted by wildlife
biologists in the state. Please
register online or by calling
the library.

*Pocketful of  Poems: Cele-
brate poetry month on Tues-
day, April 13, from 10 am to
noon, with Ginger Humeston.

We’ll share favorite poetry in
a creative way, create a line or
two of our own, plus enjoy a
healthy brunch, and most of
all spend a joyous and fun
time with friends and neigh-
bors. Space is limited and
reservations are a must; call
the library or go online to
make yours.

C.H. Booth Library is at 25
Main Street in Newtown. Call
426-4533 or visit CHBoothLi-
brary.org to register for any of
the above listings, and for
information on additional pro-
grams and offerings.

Notes & Activities

Library

Senior services for Newtown seniors are avail-
able at the Multipurpose Building on Riverside
Road in Sandy Hook. The Senior Center is under
the auspices of the Commission on Aging. The cen-
ter is run by Senior Services Director Marilyn
Place. For more information about programs
offered at the Senior Center call 270-4310.

You may drop in at the Senior Center weekdays
between 9 am and 4 pm. A hot meal is served at
noon, for which you must reserve three days in
advance.

Newtown has daily door-to-door minibus service
Monday through Friday. Buses also run all day
from the Senior Center to Sand Hill Plaza. On Fri-
days, the bus alternates between rides to Danbury
Fair Mall and Berkshire Plaza in Danbury (to
Walmart Route 6). Cost is 65¢ each way for the
Sand Hill Plaza trip, 75¢ each way for out of town.
Call 748-2511 TWO DAYS IN ADVANCE to book
a ride and get the out-of-town Friday schedule.

This Week’s Programs
*Marathon Chinese recycled BINGO will be

Wednesday, March 31, at 1 pm. Bring in an item
and it will be regifted as a bingo prize. Only people
bringing in gifts can play.

*Join the Wii Spring Practice League to get
ready for the 2010 Tournament. Quarter finals
will begin in April and end in May. Regionals and
finals will be held in June.

*On Thursdays, from 10 am to noon through
March 31, speak with a representative to see if
you are eligible for energy assistance.

*AARP INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE, for lower
and medium income, appointments are available
Mondays only, from 9 am to noon, through April 5.
Bring last year’s tax return and any other perti-
nent information. Call 203-270-4310 to set up an
appointment.

Upcoming Programs
*The center has had a large donation of

cotton/polyester material which is good for
CHEMO CAPS. A few extra hands for cutting and
sewing would be appreciated on Tuesday, April 6,
1 to 4 pm. Loose flowers would be appreciated if
anyone has any for decorating the hats.

*Regular BINGO will be on Wednesday, April 7,
at 1 pm, and grab bag bingo will be Wednesday,
April 14.

*Signup for SENIOR TAX RELIEF benefits will
be on Thursday, April 8, from 9 am to noon, and
Thursday, April 22, from 1 to 4 pm.

*Ace in the Hole Productions presents Red Hot
Hunks for your dancing and listening delights on
Thursday, April 8, at The Brownstone in Paterson,
N.J., complete with lunch and a dollar-a-drink bar.
Depart at 9 am; cost is $83.

*Health Net Senior Stars Showcase DANCE
COMPETITION on Thursday, April 15, 1:30 to
2:30 pm, featuring The Stuck On You Band. Danc-
ing will be judged on originality, interpretation of
music/expression, demonstration of the character
and rhythm of the dance, entertainment value,
and partnership connection. Contest is open to
couples, singles, and line dancers. Judging provid-
ed by USA Dance. For information, call Marilyn at
203-270-4310.

*Retired or retiring soon? On Wednesday, April
21, at 1 pm, learn how to simplify your financial
affairs and some safe and secure ways to protect
your nest egg. Call 203-270-4310 to register.

*INDEPENDENT LIVING DAY will be Satur-
day, April 24, 9:30 to 11:30 am or 1 to 3 pm. New-
town Youth & Family Services will provide volun-
teers to help with various chores around the
house. Pick up forms at Newtown Senior Center to
fill out. If you have any questions, call 203-270-
4335.

*ICE CREAM SOCIAL will be Wednesday, April
28, at 1 pm.

Day Trips
*Jazz yourself up and come on down for a “Taste

of New Orleans,” on Monday, April 19, at the Aqua
Turf Club. Coffee and donuts upon arrival, glass of
beer or wine, door prize tickets, and a family-style

luncheon. Depart at 9:45; only $36. Note: the 12
seats are taken for the van, but if there is a wait-
ing list, an option for a school bus will be the same
price. RSVP ASAP.

*On Thursday, April 22, enjoy a luncheon buffet
and the show Happy Birthday at Newport Play-
house & Cabaret Restaurant. After the show the
cast of characters will put on a cabaret in the din-
ing room. Take time to browse Bowen’s Wharf
area also. Depart 7:30 am; cost is $94.

*Gil Chimes Productions presents SPRING
FLING on Wednesday, May 5. A complete lunch-
eon and entertainment includes a floor show, big
band music, dancing, line dancing and more.
Depart at 8:30 am to the Empire City Casino and
Yonkers Raceway in New York; cost is $80.

*Book now for Glenn Miller Orchestra at the
Warner Theatre for Sunday, May 23, at noon,
lunch included. Cost is $86.

*Depart 8 am on Wednesday, September 8, stop
for coffee at The Great White Way and then off to
the Bossa Nova for lunch. After lunch enjoy the
music of Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons in
Jersey Boys on Broadway, with orchestra seating.
Early registration is required. Cost is $190.

Overnight Trips
*SINATRA TRIBUTE at Mount Haven Resort in

Milford, Penn., April 28 and 29, includes a wel-
come party with hors d’oeuvres, a five-course
meal, and live entertainment featuring Joe Amato
as Frank Sinatra. Spend the night in a Jacuzzi
suite equipped with a fireplace. On the second day,
enjoy a full breakfast buffet and then depart to
Monticello Gaming & Raceway. A complete gala
buffet lunch and complimentary glass of wine or
beer is included. Cost is $189 for doubles, $245 for
singles, and $185 for triples. Depart at 8:30 am.

Recurring Activities
*YOGA classes are Monday and Thursday at

10:30 am.
*Billiards room; poker/card room; ping pong; and

Wii bowling, golf, tennis, and baseball.
*Wii BOWLING, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,

and Friday afternoons.
*MAKE CARDS FOR OUR TROOPS every

Tuesday from 10 am to noon and 1 to 3 pm.
*BEGINNERS BRIDGE LESSONS on Wednes-

day, 1:30 am with Mary Matern.
*Iris card folding CRAFT CLASS every Thurs-

day at 1 pm.
*MOVIE DAY Mondays and Fridays at 2 pm.
Monday: AM hatha yoga, exercise, PM chorus

group, weaving, art class, exercise, movie.
Tuesday: AM cards for troops, line dancing; PM

Tai Chi, Wii bowling.
Wednesday: AM bridge, exercise; PM exercise.
Thursday: AM hatha yoga; PM iris card folding

craft class, Scrabble, Wii bowling.
Friday: AM mah jongg, Quilts of Valor, exercise

class, yoga; PM Ecumenical Bible study group,
knitting/crocheting, movie.

Menu For Week Of  March 29–April 2
Monday: Crab cakes with tarter sauce, steak

fries with ketchup, peas and mushrooms, wheat
dinner roll, seasonal fresh fruit.

Tuesday: Chicken escarole soup, chef salad with
lettuce, tomato, ham, cheese, hard cooked eggs,
tomato and French dressing, oat bread, chocolate
brownie.

Wednesday: Barbecue chicken quarter, mashed
potato, corn and okra, soft breadstick, pears.

Thursday: Easter Special: Fresh baked ham
with gravy, sweet potato pone, whole green beans,
seedless rye bread, hot cross buns.

And for planning ahead —
Monday, April 5: Chili served over baked potato

topped with shredded cheese, chuck wagon blend
vegetables, corn bread, peach slices.

Tuesday, April 6: Veal roulade with gravy, but-
tered egg noodles, bean blend vegetables, wheat
bread, cranapple juice, seasonal fresh fruit.

Remember, you must call at least one day in
advance to book a ride, 203-270-4310; the Senior
Bus, 203-748-2511.

SENIOR NEWS

Keeping The Senior Center In Tune
Singer Bob Mell woos the audience at the Newtown Senior Center, Monday, March
15, with a medley of favorites and Irish tunes. His appearance was sponsored by
Healthnet, a Medicare Advantage organization. —Bee Photo, Crevier

Newtown Rotary Club Presi-
dent Bill Calderara recently
presided over the induction of
the club’s newest member, Dr
Aaron Coopersmith.

Dr Coopersmith is a chiroprac-
tic physician. He has recently
joined his father, Dr Richard
Coopersmith, as part of the
team at Newtown Chiropractic
Health Center

Dr Coopersmith received his
undergraduate degree in biology
from Northeastern University
in Boston, and his doctor of chi-
ropractic degree from New York
Chiropractic College in Seneca
Falls, N.Y. He holds an advanced
certificate in whole food nutri-
tion and he is also certified in a
highly specific postgraduate
technique called Active Release
Technique, which is a well
focused soft tissue approach to
specifically address injuries of
the muscles, ligaments, tendons,
joints, and nerves.

Dr Coopersmith’s membership
was sponsored by Mr Calderara.

Newtown Rotary Club is com-
prises men and women who are

in business and professions in
the local community. Their
efforts and belief in the concept
of “Service Above Self” provide
support for many organizations
and individuals to have a better
life. Newtown Rotary meets

every Monday at 6 pm at The
Inn at Newtown.

For more information contact
Bill Calderara at 203-426-4440,
extension 325,9 or visit the
club’s website, NewtownCTRo-
tary.org.

Rotary Welcomes Its Newest Member

Bill Calderara, right, president of Newtown Rotary Club,
recently sponsored and inducted the club’s newest mem-
ber, Dr Aaron Coopersmith.


